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adjournments are likely to be the rule for some time to come,
seeing that the expert evidence is not yet reached. It should
be added that the question for the magistrate to decide is in
reality not " What is whisky 7" but" What is Scotch and
what is Irish whisky 2 

" 

-

EPSOM COLLEGE.

LAST week we drew attention to an appeal from Sir
Constantine Holman, the treasurer of Epsom College, who
is endeavouring to raise a sum of Z2000 by the first week
in January to meet the final payment due to the contractors
for the extensive drainage works at the College, the total of
which has exceeded .66000. His appeal has touched the
heart-strings of a friend of the institution who has offered,
as will be seen from the treasurer’s letter on p. 1727,
the sum of R200 provided that nine other persons will con-
tribute a similar amount. With the numerous appeals which
are being generously responded to the present is not so

opportune a time as could be desired to find nine persons
able and willing to give the large sum of .6200 ; nevertheless
we earnestly hope that this appeal may be successful,
especially seeing that, as we pointed out last week, the

need is exceptional and one for which the present governing
body cannot in the least be blamed, since the cause of the
recent breakdown is practically the general laxity which
existed 40 or 50 years ago in the laying and re-laying of
drains. Now the College is probably one of the best drained
in the south of England and if the foundation attached to
it can be freed from this present trouble it will continue to
provide a sound education, with board and clothing, for 50
foundation scholars free of charge, and to give pensions
of E30 a year to 50 aged medical men or to the widows of
those deceased. 

___

THE FIFTEENTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS
OF MEDICINE, LISBON, 1906.

A MEETING of the national committee for Great Britain Iand Ireland of the Fifteenth International Congress of Medi-cine was held in the rooms of the Medical Society of London
on Nov. 30th. Dr. F. W. Pavy was in the chair and

amongst those present were Sir Dyce Duckworth, Dr.

David Ferrier, Dr. H. Radcliffe Crocker, Dr. J. F. Gordon

Dill, Dr. W. Frew, Dr. Boyd B. Joll, Mr. W. H. H. Jessop,
Mr. L. E. Creasy, and the honorary secretaries, Dr. Clive
Riviere and Mr. D’Arcy Power. The honorary secretaries

made a report on the travelling facilities offered to members
going to the Lisbon Congress which is to be held in Easter
week 1906. They announced that the arrangements with the
railway companies are as yet incomplete. A substantial
reduction in the fares is promised but it will be necessary
to go through the same troublesome formalities that were
enforced at the Madrid Congress before the reduction can
be obtained. Arrangements have been made with the

Orient-Pacific Line to send the Uphir, which will leave

Tilbury at 2 P.M. on Thursday, April 12tb, and will

arrve at Tilbury again at 8 A.M. on Sunday, April 29th.
She will lie at Lisbon for six days to allow her pas-
sengers to make the ship their home during the Con-
gress. During the stay of the Oph’i1’ at Lisbon a series
of excursions will be made to suit those passengers whose
time is not fully occupied at the Congress. The fare
for the 17 days’ cruise is 15 guineas and upwards
according to the position which the cabin occupies, ex-

clusive of the shore excursions. Early application for berths
is desirable as a considerable number of the cabins are

already engaged. Application should be made to Messrs.
Thomas Cook and Son, Ludgate-circus, London, E.C., or

to Messrs Anderson, Anderson, and Co., the Orient-Pacific
Line, Fenchurch-avenue, London, E.C. A few berths are

being reserved for delegates of the various scientific societies
who are duly accredited to the Lisbon Congress. The Travel
Bureau of 29, Cockspur-street, Charing Cross, London, S.W.,
has arranged two tours in connexion with the International
Congress of Medicine at Lisbon. The first will be under
the guidance rf Mr. J. B. Banks, F.R.G.S. This party will
leave Charing Cross on Sunday, April 15th, 1906, will sleep
at Paris, and will arrive at Lisbon at midnight on Tuesday,
April 17th. The return journey will commence on Friday,
April 27th, and will end in London on Wednesday, May 2nd.
The inclusive first-class fare, with excursions to Cintra and
Mont’ Estoril and two days at Bussaco, is 32 guineas. This
includes the train de Ittxe from Paris to Lisbon but passengers
who wish to use the Sud express on the way home must book
their own seats and pay the excess fare. The Travel Bureau
has also arranged for the conveyance of passengers by the
Royal Mail Steamer Ambrose, a vessel of 4130 tons register
in the South American service. Passengers can join
the Ambrose at Liverpool or at Havre. The fare, first-
class throughout, is 11 guineas from Liverpool back to

Liverpool, or 12 guineas from London to London. Berths
on the homeward voyage cannot be selected before leaving
England, but a list is kept showing the order in which

passengers are booked and berths will be allotted on the

returning steamer in accordance with this list. The national
committee at this meeting nominahted a physician, a surgeon,
and a general medical practitioner to serve as presidents
d’honneur at the Lisbon Congress and considered a letter

from Dr. F. G. Bushnell in regard to the formation of an
International Health Ministry.

"TRADE IMPRESSIONS."

IN an instructive ’’ Note on the Persistence of Trade

Impressions," originally published in the Anatolnischer

A,nzeiger, Professor R. J. Anderson of Galway shows that
some light may be thrown on the vexed question. of the trans-
mission of acquired characteristics by examining the soft

parts and skeleton of those who practise handicrafts and
of their descendants. Shoemakers, for instance, tend for
obvious reasons to become depressed as to the sternum.

But, argues Professor Anderson, ’’ the skeletal characters do
not end when the race ends, not necessarily at least," so

that the children of shoemakers who have never yet practised
the paternal trade may also possess the modified or depressed
sternum. He adduces no instances of this, but referring
to the fact " that scarcely a trace of hair is to be

seen on the legs of many old tailors," declares that "one
can examine families which have ceased to follow the

hereditary craft" and yet have "the characteristically
smooth skin surfaces," and this 11 without being in any way
influenced by imitation or external impressures." Further, it
has been observed in the case of jockeys that the inner sides
of their legs are hairless but this peculiarity is hard to trace
"beyond the professional family." Professor Anderson has

doubtless examined the members of hereditary trade families,
such as may be found in primitive countrysides, as, for

instance, in and around Galway. The investigation might
profitably be extended to the trade castes of India, while
folk-lore and popular tradition might throw much light on
the subject. 

-

PNEUMOCOCCIC SEPTIC&AElig;MIA.

THE conception of a general infection of the system by
the pneumococcus-pneumococcic septicaemia&mdash;is compara-
tively recent. In the A?2zerioan Journal of the .Lylcdical
Sciences for November Dr. John S. Thacher has reported a
remarkable case which shows the terrible ravages which

may be wrought throughout the system by the pneumo-
coccus in a comparatively short time. A man, aged 45 years,
addicted to alcohol, had pneumonia of the right lower lobe.


